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	Grade 5
Unit Overview
The Research-Based Argument Essay

	Focus Teaching Points
	· Investigating and collecting information about both sides of an issue
· Using essay structure to write flash-draft arguments

· Using evidence to build arguments

· Using quotations to bolster an argument

· Writing new drafts with additional evidence

· Balancing evidence with analysis

· Choosing the best format to convey one’s message

· Starting a research project by setting up systems to collect research

· Writing critically just as readers read critically

· Rehearsing for an entire draft but focusing on tricky parts while writing

· Strengthening claims by including evidence supporting the opposing viewpoint and offering a rebuttal

· Evaluating evidence to ensure arguments are solid

· Appealing to the audience

· Presenting arguments in panels to sway audience opinion and enact positive change

· Using argument skills across the curriculum

· Writing for real life purposes with a new independent project

· Conducting everyday primary source research—collecting information from people around us

· Taking stock of progress and setting goals

· Using strategies from other types of writing to strengthen argument writing

· Strengthening claims by making sure evidence is not based on flawed reasoning

· Editing with a focus on paragraphing choices

· Celebrating 

	Key CCSS Standards
	Writing Standards (W)

·  1, 1a-d, 3, 3a-d, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 9a-b, 10

Language Standards (L)

· 1, 1a-e, 2, 2a-e, 3, 3a-b

	Bends in the Road
	· Establishing and supporting positions
· Building powerful arguments

· Writing for real-life purposes and audiences

	Recommended Professional Resource(s) to Guide Instruction
	· The Research-Based Argument Essay from the Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing by Lucy Calkins, Mary Ehrenworth and Annie Taranto from the Units of Study in Opinion, Information and Narrative Writing (2013) along with the online resources accompanying this unit found at heineman.com.

	Recommended Anchor/Mentor Texts
	· Text set based on the topic of Chocolate Milk in Schools (you will see the Starter Resource Set for Chocolate Milk on heinemann.com under this unit).
· For a complete list of suggested resources and texts cited within this unit, please see the Grade 5 Mentor Text List found under “Latest News and General Information” on the Heinemann.

	Tips for the Unit
	· This unit is strongly linked to the Argument and Advocacy reading unit.  A three-page alignment document entitled, “Considerations for Using the Reading and Writing Grade 5 Argument Units Together and Independently” is provided as one of the Heinemann resources to support you in planning for this integrated unit. We highly recommend that you use this document, found on our Teaching Resources tab as well as on heinemann.com.  Of particular use is the pacing guide that shows you how to pace the writing and reading units together as well as how to allocate time for related read-alouds.
· As always, we recommend that you begin by reading the “Welcome to the Unit” overview on pages vi-ix of the unit. 

· A particular emphasis in this unit relates to teaching children to engage in verbal debate. Children will learn how to debate with one another using evidence and logic—not emotion or “folk knowledge”. This verbal exchange will support the writing and vice versa.

· The unit begins with an assigned topic that all students study (chocolate milk in schools).  The introduction to the unit explains that this topic was piloted in hundreds of schools for the purpose of modeling the type of work that students will do in research teams on their own selected topics. Given the success with starting off the unit this way, and the resources provided to support instruction, we encourage you to begin with this topic too. 
· At the end of Bend I, students will send a letter stating their arguments about chocolate milk to the school principal (or whoever you decide should receive the letter).

· At the beginning of Bend II, students should begin by receiving a response from the principal (or other recipient of letters) in which s/he invites students to do further research, write “position papers” in which they further refine and develop their arguments about chocolate milk and then present positions before a panel of administrators, parents and cafeteria workers.  

· In Bend III, students write argument-based essays about the topics they are studying in research teams as part of Reading Workshop.  See Argument and Advocacy (RW) as well as the document entitled, “Considerations for Using the Reading and Writing Grade 5 Units Together” found on heinemann.com under both the reading and writing units and on our Teaching Resources tab.  The work of Bends I and II in the Reading Workshop will directly support the writing work of this bend. 

	Materials and Resources
	Each child: 

· Writer’s Notebook (preferably hard bound composition book that students personalize) divided into sections, such as: Writing Ideas (for lists, blob ideas, theme ideas), Try It (for minilesson exercises), Writing (this section could be labeled by genre or unit to house all the entries students write in a particular unit and from which students can select ideas to draft longer outside the notebook
· Writing folder for drafts and any reference materials (e.g. various memoir structures, author craft techniques, etc.)
Teacher:

· Writer’s Notebook for modeling

· Teacher-generated writing for modeling

Anchor charts, co-constructed with students, that support brainstorming, generating ideas, drafting, revision, and editing strategies for this unit; see the new anchor charts found on the Heinemann resources

	Assessment
	· Opinion Writing On-Demand Assessment
MCAS 2017 Connection:

· Students will be expected to write essays (equivalent to approximately 2 pages of handwritten text) on MCAS in response to informational and narrative texts.  This unit will directly support essay writing that is tied to text.

· To prepare students for the on-demand nature of MCAS, we encourage you to give your students practice with flash draft essay writing in which they compose their essays online.

	Celebrations
	Consider how you will have students share their argument-based pieces with a larger community. Do you want them to post their essays somewhere particular in the school? Address it and mail it? Post it online? Make a podcast? A class blog? Present their positions (if so, consider incorporating PVLEGs lessons found on http://www.ppsliteracycoachconnect.com/pvlegs.html).
For more specific ideas, see Celebration, pages 201-202.




