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	Grade 5
Unit Overview
Informational Writing:  Building on Expository Structures to Write Lively, Voice-Filled Nonfiction Picture Books 

	Focus Teaching Points
	· Immersion: Studying published informational texts
· Within the notebook:  Generating and choosing an idea from topics we could teach

· Planning using a table of contents

· Collecting different types of information from more than one source

· Writing about ideas, not just facts

· Getting ready to draft by teaching our topic to partners

· Planning the text features that will best support each page

· Paying attention to words that need to be defined

· Revising with a focus on one subsection at a time

· Editing, publishing, celebrating

	Key CCSS Standards
	Writing Standards (W)

·  2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 9a-b, 10

Language Standards (L)

· 1, 1a-e, 2, 2a-e, 3, 3a-b, 6

	Bends in the Road
	· Trying on topics and then revising those topics with an eye toward greater focus
· Gathering a variety of information to support their nonfiction books

· Drafting the pages of books, starting with sections you are most eager to write

· Studying mentor authors and revising in predictable ways

· Editing, publishing, and celebrating

	Recommended Professional Resource(s) to Guide Instruction
	· “Informational Writing: Building on Expository Structures to Write Lively, Voice-Filled Nonfiction Picture Books” in A Curricular Plan for the Writing Workshop, Grade 5 (e-doc)



	Recommended Anchor/Mentor Texts
	· Captivating, well-written texts that resemble the texts you hope students will write (see pages 60 – 61 of the e-doc for guidelines)
· Nonfiction picture books used as mentor texts during the Nonfiction Reading unit

	Tips for the Unit
	· The intent of this unit is to support students in writing an informational text with increased sophistication. The focus of this unit is on teaching writers to develop a particular aspect or angle of a topic: developing categories and subcategories on a topic, and weaving these categories together with intent to teach the reader (see page 59 of the e-doc for more on this).  Students will do this best with individual, self-selected topics of expertise; topics will vary across students.  
· This writing in this unit is not based on research. While students may want to research a few bits of information here and there, the writer should already be knowledgeable on the topic.  This unit focuses on good writing rather than research. Students will have opportunities in later units of study to research topics then present that information in writing. 
· It is recommended that you give students an On Demand Informational Writing Prompt (http://ppsgrade5.weebly.com/assessment1.html) to determine how you might angle the instruction of this unit in order to lift the quality of your students’ writing during this unit.  Please see pages 60 – 61 and 72 - 74 for an explanation of how you might angle the instruction, based on students’ performance on the prompt.

· Strongly steer your students toward topics of expertise for their writing.  Teach them early on to write from what they know, as that will be much easier to do the work you have planned for them.  You will teach them in the beginning of this unit, not only strategies for generating ideas (see pages 62 – 64) but also on listing the categories/subcategories of topics of expertise.  You will be teaching them to focus their topics (for example Soccer Goalie rather than Soccer) to write with better detail and perspective, and you will find students more willing to do this by helping them to select a more narrow focus early on before writing a great deal on the topic.
· The writing notebook is the place to generate ideas and collect bits of information to support these ideas.  The writing of the first two bends will be in the notebook.  
· The third bend takes writers out of the notebook to draft pages of their nonfiction books, which will include engaging visual features along with plenty of written text.  You will teach students ways to organize the information they want to share, and to decide on a text structure that supports the information they are trying to convey (compare/contrast, narrative structure, boxes and bullets structure, etc.).  Writers will decide on an organizational structure for the entire text and/or vary it for different sections, depending on the purpose.  See page 67-68 for more on this.

· In the third bend, when students are drafting the pages of their book, encourage students to begin with the pages about which they are most passionate!  It is tempting to encourage writers to write from beginning to end, but this will limit them.  They will need to develop the body sections of the text first, to revise and develop them fully, before writing the introduction and conclusions.  This will support revision much better.

· Allow plenty of time for the revision part of this unit (fourth bend), since this is how you will support elaboration and craft.  Your writing partnerships will also be particularly useful during this stage, so they need to be well-established before this bend. See pages 68 -71 for more on how to support purposeful revision.
· Use the following resource to support your teaching and assessing of nonfiction writing; you will find rubrics, student checklists, and learning progressions here: http://ppsgrade5.weebly.com/information.html.

	Materials and Resources
	Each child: 

· Writer’s Notebook (preferably hard bound composition book that students personalize) divided into sections, such as: Writing Ideas (for lists, blob ideas, theme ideas), Try It (for minilesson exercises), Writing (this section could be labeled by genre or unit to house all the entries students write in a particular unit and from which students can select ideas to draft longer outside the notebook

· Writing folder for drafts and any reference materials (e.g. various organizational structures, author craft techniques, etc.)

Teacher:

· Writer’s Notebook for modeling

· Teacher-generated writing for modeling

Anchor charts, co-constructed with students, that support informational writing (from grade 4 and from the essay unit that support elaboration, the use of transitions words, and kinds of evidence.

	Assessment
	· Baseline Information Writing Prompt
· Rubrics and learning progressions for assessing nonfiction writing (both the on-demand prompt and student writing throughout the unit): http://ppsgrade5.weebly.com/information.html.

	Celebrations
	Provide students with an authentic audience for sharing these texts they have created for the purpose of teaching others!
· Host a grade-wide celebration, share with another grade, or share with parents.
· Encourage students to present their work orally, providing them with tips for practice; or encourage students to present their work visually with a gallery of finished books; or present electronically, in the form of a PowerPoint (or Google Slides) or even as a blog or wiki (see p. 72 in the e-doc for ideas).
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