Reading Assessment
Following Characters Into Meaning

Grade 5
Before beginning the unit of study, Following Characters Into Meaning, assess students’ thinking about characters by conducting a read aloud, in which you stop at certain points to ask students to jot down their thinking.  Collect their response sheets when you are finished to assess their thinking.

Materials Needed:  Charles by Shirley Jackson (if you need a copy of the text, you can find it 




at http://www.loa.org/images/pdf/Jackson_Charles.pdf
Character Assessment Recording Sheet on a clipboard for each child



Copy of text for each child (given AFTER the read aloud)
Directions:  Gather students as you would during a typical read aloud, and provide each child with a clipboard and pencil.  Read aloud the story, stopping once at the indicated spot to give students a few minutes to jot their thinking on their response sheet.  At the end of the read aloud, provide students with a copy of the text, and, WITHOUT DISCUSSING THE TEXT, ask students to respond to the questions on the sheet.  Read aloud the two response questions, and then provide students with time to write a response.

Stop and Jot (After reading page 76 that ends with “He also threw chalk.”) : What ideas do you have about the characters so far? Use evidence.
Response #1 (at end of story):  What theories or big ideas do you have about the characters?  Use evidence from the story.
Response #2 (end of story):  What lessons can be learned from the story?  Use evidence from the story.
Response #3 (optional):  On the back of your sheet, write the next scene of this story.
