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	Grade 5
Unit Overview
Informational Writing: Reading, Research and Writing in the Content Areas 

	Focus Teaching Points
	Writing to Develop Expertise and Grow Ideas
· Immersion in a broad topic in social studies that has sufficient breadth for students to study many subtopics
· Using writing (and a writer’s notebook) for the same reasons and purposes a social scientist/historian would:
· To record observations through sketches, captions and words
· To capture learning through quick jots, note-taking (e.g. boxes-and-bullets), and annotated timelines 
· To develop ideas and opinions, explore questions and hypothesize answers
· Writing longer by pursuing a line of thinking
· Moving from what and when questions to why and how
· Developing systems for jotting as one reads—using familiar graphic organizers (e.g. boxes and bullets) and creating one’s own
· Developing original ideas by writing longer off one’s notes and through written reflection
· Some people think, but I think. . .
· In other words. . .
· Another way to say this is. . .
· Deciding which information is important to note and write down for later
· Looking across one’s notes and listing the most important points 
· Using these key points as a “filter” or guide for further note taking
· Determining importance and prioritizing information
· Using words such as bigger, lesser, greater, smaller, most and least to rank and prioritize 
· Putting information in one’s own words while preserving the accuracy of the information

Piecing It Together for a Research Report
Students end their work with informational reading and writing with this culminating project—a research report containing information separated into sections, potentially with headings, illustrations and diagrams or text boxes containing supplemental information.

· Drawing from mentor texts for ideas about layout, structure and craft
· Organizing information into chapters, sections and/or categories and ensuring that related information is grouped together
· Writing with specific words about a topic and adding partner sentences that explain, define and teach the reader
· Working with writing partners to develop ideas and gain feedback
· Applying revision techniques such as: 
· Elaborating on one’s ideas
· Sequencing (main idea to supporting details)
· Using specific vocabulary
· Adding sections or charts—e.g. diagrams, timelines, captions, front covers, back covers and blurbs
· Breaking apart a paragraph into two smaller paragraphs, each with a distinct idea
· Revising headings and subheadings to better help the reader understand
· Adding and/or clarifying with captions and labels
· Deciding whether or not to elaborate by providing perspective (including one’s own perspective or others’)
· Editing, publishing and celebrating




	Key CCSS Standards
	Writing (W)
· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10
Language Standards (L)
· 1, 3, 4, 5, 6

	Recommended Professional Resource(s) to Guide Instruction
	·  “Information Writing: Reading, Research and Writing in the Content Areas,” from A Curricular Plan for the Reading Workshop, Grade 5 by Lucy Calkins (2011)
or 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]“Information Writing: Reading, Research and Writing in the Content Areas,” from the If. . .Then. . .Curriculum from the Units of Study in Opinion, Information and Narrative Writing by Lucy Calkins (2013).



	Template adapted from Growing Readers: Units of Study in the Primary Classroom by Kathy Collins (2004); adapted from A Curricular Plan for the Reading Workshop, Grade 5 by Lucy Calkins (2011) 
