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	Grade 5
Unit Overview
Narrative Craft 

	Focus Teaching Points
	· Generating ideas for meaningful personal narratives
· Writing from “inside” the character

· Setting personal writing goals

· Drafting and redrafting to find deeper significance in personal narratives

· Revising narratives through the lens of the story arc structure

· Elaborating on important parts

· Adding scenes from the past and future to bring out the “internal” story

· Writing powerful endings

· Studying mentor texts for revision lenses: stretching out tension, capturing emotion, making each character matter to the meaning of the story

· Using the writer’s notebook in many ways

· Revising and editing using all they know: past knowledge, charts, mentor texts

· Learning about the power of commas

· Transferring learning: applying narrative writing skills across the curriculum

	Key CCSS Standards
	Writing Standards (W)

·  3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10
Reading for Literature (RL)

· 1,  5, 6
Speaking & Listening Standards (SL)

· 1, 4, 6
Language Standards (L)

· 1, 2, 3, 5

	Recommended Professional Resource(s) to Guide Instruction
	· Narrative Craft by Lucy Calkins and Alexandra Marron from the Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing, 2013
· Online resources at Heinemann.com. A variety of resources to accompany this and the other Grade 5 Units of Study for Teaching Writing are available online through Heinemann.  To access and download this information, you will first need to set up a free account.  Once you have a Heinemann account, use the following code to access the Writing Resources: WUOS_GR5.  The first time you use the code, you will be prompted to provide information from the spiral-bound teaching resources from the kit to prove that you have a copy of the Units of Study. 
· Mentor Author, Mentor Texts: Short Texts, Craft Notes, and Practical Classroom Uses by Ralph Fletcher

	Bends in the Road
	· Generating personal narratives
· Moving through the writing process: rehearsing, drafting, revising, and editing

	Recommended Anchor/Mentor Texts
	· “Eleven” by Sandra Cisneros 
· “Papa Who Wakes Up Tired in the Dark” by Sandra Cisneros

	Tips for the Unit
	· This unit builds on the students’ knowledge from a great deal of past instruction on narrative writing.  The unit supports teaching for independence and transfer so that they finish elementary school with strong habits and understandings in the narrative text type.  The “Welcome to the Unit” (pages vi – x) is very helpful in understanding the big picture of the unit and the important learning of each bend. Expect to begin this unit in the very first days of school.
· After a day or two of launching this unit, or even before you begin the unit, you will want to assess students to determine what they are able to do prior to your teaching.  See pages xiii and ix of “Welcome to the Unit” for suggestions on presenting this so early in the year so that it feels more of a celebration of all they know than a test the first day of school.
· Use the time in the beginning of the unit to build a sense of excitement and ownership for the writer’s notebooks.  Personalize them and model your own.  Your most powerful teaching tool in this unit will be your own writing!
· The lessons you teach now about using the writer’s notebook, drafting, revising and editing set the stage for the rest of the year.  Your goal is not only to help students’ improve the craft of their narrative writing, but to learn how to navigate the process of writing with purpose, independence, and transfer to writing across the curriculum.

· The writing notebook is the place to hold onto ideas and try out new techniques. When it is time to draft one of the ideas, remember that drafting takes place outside of the notebook on draft paper.  The ideas in the notebook are not full stories, but parts of stories that are fully developed, depending on the teaching and learning focus.  Encourage students to capture important scenes and then move on to a new story idea to try the same writing technique.  This is teaching the writer, rather than the writing.  Outside of the notebook, students will improve a particular piece of writing more thoroughly. 

· Because students have experienced a great deal of instruction on personal narrative writing in the elementary grades, you may want to borrow personal narrative writing anchor charts from grade 4 to remind students what they already know. Not only will this lift the rigor of the writing workshop at the start of the year, but it will also set the expectation for students to carry all they know to their current work and to share their past knowledge with students new to the school.

	Materials and Resources
	Each child: 

· Writer’s Notebook (preferably hard bound composition book that students personalize) divided into sections, such as: Writing Ideas (for lists, blob ideas, theme ideas), Try It (for minilesson exercises), Writing (this section could be labeled by genre or unit to house all the entries students write in a particular unit and from which students can select ideas to draft longer outside the notebook

· Writing folder for drafts and any reference materials (e.g. various memoir structures, author craft techniques, etc.)

Teacher:

· Writer’s Notebook for modeling

· Teacher-generated writing for modeling

· Anchor charts, co-constructed with students, that support brainstorming, generating ideas, revision and editing strategies
· Also see page ix in the “Welcome to the Unit” section (“Getting Ready”)

	Assessment
	· Baseline Narrative Writing prompt 
· Narrative learning progressions, anchor papers, rubrics, and student checklists

	Celebrations
	· Invite students to read their stories to small groups of classmates and parents, with the audience writing notes in response to the readers.  
· Students can record their stories digitally to share with parents who were not able to attend the celebration.

· See pages 178 – 181 for more information on creating such a celebration.

· These personal narratives would be great gifts for students to share with their families for birthdays, holidays, or celebrations of any kind!



