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	Grade 5
Unit Overview
Fantasy Book Clubs 

	Focus Teaching Points
	· Determining the time period and the magical elements that provide a sense of setting

· Noticing how the main characters quickly learn from gaining important new information or having dramatic new experiences 

· Developing strategies to follow multiple plot lines
· Studying characters over time to learn more about characters
· Discovering how characters face internal “dragons”— conflicts in a character’s soul which haunt the character

· Tracking how themes develop within and across texts and connecting them to readers’ lives

· Understanding the “quest structure” of fantasy stories to understand more about the characters
· Reflecting on strong reading and thinking work of book clubs and individual readers to set goals

· Using nonfiction texts to better understand fantasy stories

· Using vocabulary strategies to figure out unfamiliar words
· Understanding the complexity of our characters—their strengths, flaws, and motivations

· Noticing how repeated images, objects, characters or settings may be symbolic of something else and may lead toward deeper understanding of a text

· Understanding and interpreting the metaphors and allegories that exist within fantasy
· Paying close attention to how cultures are portrayed in stories

· Noticing patterns that emerge in story structure, character roles and themes across fantasy novels
· Identifying archetypes to help make predictions, inferences, and interpretations about stories
· Reading with a critical lens for stereotypes and gender norms
· Applying fantasy reading skills, such as interpretation and cross-text study, to reading other genres

	Key CCSS Standards
	Reading Standards for Literature (RL)

· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10

Reading Standards: Foundational Skills (RF)

· 3, 3a-3f, 4, 4a-4c

Speaking and Listening Standards (SL)

· 1, 1a-d, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
Language Standards (L)

· 1, 3, 4, 5, 6

	Bends in the Road
	· Constructing and navigating other worlds
· More than dwarves: metaphors, life lessons, quests, and thematic patterns
· When fact and fantasy collide
· Literary traditions: connecting fantasy to other genres  

	Recommended Professional Resource(s) to Guide Instruction
	· Fantasy Book Clubs: The Magic of Themes and Symbols from Units of Study in Teaching Reading, Grade 5 by M. Colleen Cruz and Mary Ehrenworth (2015), including the additional resources found online at heinemann.com.

	Recommended Anchor/Mentor Texts
	· The Paper Bag Princess by Robert Munsch
· Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters: An African Tale by John Steptoe
· The Thief of Always by Clive Barker
· The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan
· The Dragon Slayer’s Academy: The New Kid in School by Kate McMullan

	Tips to Consider
	“Fantasy novels teach readers to deal with complexity.  These novels weave complexity through multi-faceted characters, multiple plotlines, shifting timelines, tricky narrative structures and complicated symbolism. This unit aims to help you create lifelong readers of all of your children.  It also explicitly aims to instill in your children an eagerness to tackle more complex narratives . . . “(Fantasy Book Clubs, p. vi).

· As always, we highly recommend reading “An Orientation to the Unit” on pages vi – xvi for a clear description of each of the bends of the unit, assessment tools, mentor texts, suggested student text titles, and tips.

· See the Pacing Guide for the suggested read aloud on page xv.  Many teachers find this helpful in aligning the read aloud with the reading workshop minilessons.  This guide is for the read aloud time, which is separate from your reading workshop minilesson.  Another mentor text that works well for this unit is The Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe if you think your students are unfamiliar with that title.
· This unit builds on your earlier Interpretation Book Clubs unit as children continue to notice, discover and explore how themes are developed across fantasy texts and continue to learn life lessons alongside characters. This unit continues to challenge your readers as they read texts rich in symbolism, external and internal quests, and characters that represent archetypes from traditional literature.  

· Continue to use the Narrative Learning Progression, found at heinemann.com including “Determining Themes/Cohesion” and “Comparing and Contrasting Story Elements and Themes” as you teach your students to become analytical readers in understanding theme.
· Through reading fantasies children are exposed to the idea that characters face different kinds of dragons—some literal, some metaphorical.  Your instruction will help your students see that there is more to these texts than meets the eye!
· Reading in fantasy book clubs supports your students in accessing the complexity of texts demanded of fifth grade readers—texts in which the ideas conveyed can be abstract and where attention to the literary devices used by the author supports deeper understanding.  This is where you can continue to help students progress along a continuum of understanding related to “Analyzing Parts of a Story in Relation to the Whole” and “Analyzing Author’s Craft” from the Narrative Learning Progression.
· As in earlier units, keep in mind that your read aloud allows you to model the depth of thinking and discussion you are aiming for during book clubs.  

· In addition to the read aloud, intersperse opportunities for close repeated reading of shared complex texts (such as short excerpts from your read aloud).  Close Reading is an important vehicle to help your students notice an author’s craft and use of literary devices as they explore the deeper meanings of texts. You will see opportunities to do this described throughout the unit.
· Within book clubs, volume continues to matter—the more children read across at least a few texts, the more they notice patterns and trends within the genre. The goal is for students to read a whole series during this unit.  See more on the expectations of clubs on page xiii.
· Note: while this unit is the fourth in this set, assuming it is spring of grade 5, we think your students will benefit from working with this unit now, prior to standardized testing in the spring and alongside Literary Essays in the writing workshop.  If some of the thinking is challenging for students, you may provide more scaffolding by way of stretching a session over two days, or deciding it is the “seed” for further thinking that you will build upon in historical fiction book clubs when the focus on character returns.
· You may want to include two or three opportunities to keep students’ knowledge of narrative writing fresh by modeling and asking students to rewrite scenes from a common text from a different perspective or add a new scene.  This will prepare students for the spring MCAS as well.

	Classroom Library
	· See page xiii of this unit for suggestions for Book Club texts.  
· Your classroom library should contain plenty of fantasy fiction titles, along with the broader fiction category, from which students can select titles for independent reading.  

· Students should continue to have access to a variety of genres, authors, topics, and levels for independent reading.

	Materials and Resources
	· Lesson specific materials found at heinemann.com.

· Reader’s Notebooks that have sections: for example, Reading Log, Try It!  for exercises from minilessons, Independent Thinking for annotations and stop and jots, Longer Writing for longer responses to text, and Favorite Lines for those memorable phrases, lines, and quotes from favorite books
· Charts related to routines and expectations for Reading Workshop, particularly expectations related to independent reading and partner conversations

· Active engagement anchor charts 

· Thinking and talking strategy bookmarks 

	Assessment
	· We highly recommend that you use the pre-assessment for this unit, found on the Heinemann website.  You will notice that the standards assessed are very similar to those assessed in October at the end of the Interpretation Book Clubs unit.  You may want to use the scaffolds provided (extra explanation in the directions) in one version of the student recording sheet.
· Use the Narrative Learning Progression to determine next steps for instruction.
· Note: please do not use the POST-assessment found on the Heinemann website.  We will use this assessment in mid-January for the PPS Silent Reading Assessment. 

	Celebrations
	· Invite students to dress up as their favorite fantasy characters.  Students mix and mingle with other characters, having book talks and making recommendations as they imagine their character might.
· Have students go back to notebook entries, sticky notes, learning progressions, even class-created charts from the beginning of the year and revise them with their newly expert eyes.  

· Encourage clubs to do a Reader’s Theater of key scenes from their fantasy novels, being sure to leave time for each club to explain the significance of scenes they chose to dramatize.

· Create artistic realizations of key themes, concepts or ideas from the unit.  

· For other creative ways to celebrate the unit see pages 152-157 of the the unit.


