October 2016

	Grade 5
Unit Overview
Information Writing: Feature Articles on Topics of Personal Expertise

	Focus Teaching Points
	· Planning for feature articles by identifying big categories then adding examples and important terms to each
· Conducting quick research to support personal topics of expertise
· Planning and drafting sections using headings and subheadings
· Revising “as you go” using elaboration strategies to strengthen writing
· Using linking words and transitional phrases for clarity and to keep information together
· Using expert vocabulary 
· Writing for an audience
· Developing a thoughtful conclusion
· Using a checklist to assess, revise and edit drafts
· Incorporating text features into drafts
· Using commas to set off definitions
· Using phrases like in addition and furthermore to advance an idea
· Editing
· Writing a second feature article on another topic (possibly from social studies or science)
· Celebrating

	Key CCSS Standards
	Writing Standards (W)
·  1, 1a-d, 3, 3a-d, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 9a-b, 10
Language Standards (L)
· 1, 1a-e, 2, 2a-e, 3, 3a-b

	Bends in the Road
	· Organize information and plan a feature article
· Draft and revise in ways that teach others
· Revise, format, and edit to best teach readers
· Drawing on learning from long projects to quick writes

	Recommended Professional Resource(s) to Guide Instruction
	
· “Information Writing: Feature Articles on Topics of Personal Expertise” (pages 15-29) from the If . . .Then. . .Curriculum in the Units of Study for Opinion, Information and Narrative Writing, Grade 5 (Calkins, 2013) 

	Recommended Anchor/Mentor Texts
	· See suggestions on page 19 for journals such as Junior Scholastic Magazine and Cobblestone that include feature articles to use as mentor texts.
· You may also want to include a few strong examples of informational writing from well-structured and engaging informational texts.  Some recommendations include:
· The Rock We Eat: Salt by Laura Layton Strom
· Votes for Women by Ann M. Rossi
· Scientists in the Field by Sy Montgomery

	Tips for the Unit
	· Informational texts “in the real world” are often truly hybrids combining different text types.  For example, they may include narrative components and/or persuasive components structured like an essay with a thesis and supporting ideas.  For this unit, however, the driving structure should be an informational text organized by categories and subcategories with topics and subtopics.  Your students will aim to develop a feature article that teaches about a topic of personal expertise. 
· Begin by spending one day with an on-demand information writing assignment to inform your unit planning for the unit: http://ppsgrade5.weebly.com/assessment9.html
· Whichever mentor text(s) you choose for the unit, you will likely want to begin reading them a few days before the unit so that children are already familiar with these texts.
· Continue to use the Writer’s Notebook to generate and try out ideas, just as you did with narrative writing.
· As writers “try out” ideas for possible feature articles, they should brainstorm the possible categories that relate to the topic and then try the same topic again but with different categories. This drafting during the planning phase shows that there are many ways to angle a topic.
· Teach (or remind) children that topics can be divided into parts, kinds, times, or famous examples.  See page 21 for a description of different ways a topic such as “Central Park” can be organized. 
· Include brief opportunities for research to develop one’s topic further.  This quick “on-the-go” research will also support the kind of research assessed on the report card.
· When children conduct research, make sure they keep track of their sources.  The expectations for citing sources for Grade 5 in Plymouth can be found here: http://www.ppsliteracycoachconnect.com/citing-sources.html 
· The unit uses the terms “article” and “book” interchangeably.  For clarification, we recommend that children aim to write articles, articles that may contain several different “chapters” or “sections”.
· Channel students to revise and elaborate using anecdotes, examples and facts (page see 23). 
· Teach students to use linking words to connect information (see page 24)
· Channel students to think about audience when drafting an introduction and conclusion (see page 25).
· Help your students use the editing checklists to edit their writing: http://ppsgrade5.weebly.com/information.html
· End the unit with time for quick, focused informational writing so that your writers have a chance to apply what they’ve learned to new topics and repeat the process they’ve learned again (see page 27).

	Materials and Resources
	Each child: 
· Writer’s Notebook (preferably hard bound composition book that students personalize) divided into sections, such as: Writing Ideas (for lists, blob ideas, theme ideas), Try It (for minilesson exercises), Writing (this section could be labeled by genre or unit to house all the entries students write in a particular unit and from which students can select ideas to draft longer outside the notebook
· Writing folder for drafts and any reference materials (e.g. various memoir structures, author craft techniques, etc.)
Teacher:
· Writer’s Notebook for modeling
· Teacher-generated writing for modeling

Anchor charts, co-constructed with students, that support brainstorming, generating ideas, drafting, revision, and editing strategies

	Assessment
	· [bookmark: _GoBack]Information Writing On-Demand Assessment: http://ppsgrade5.weebly.com/assessment8.html

	Celebrations
	Consider how you will have students share and publish their stories. Sharing feature articles with younger classes is a great way to have students not necessarily read by present their topics (think: PVLEGS!).  Click here for more PVLEGS resources: http://www.ppsliteracycoachconnect.com/pvlegs.html




	

