Comparison of Writing Genres 
	
	Narratives

(Real or Imagined)
	Essays 
(Opinion/Argument)
	Nonfiction

(Informative/Explanatory)

	Purpose 
	· To retell a story from a different perspective or with a different event
· To entertain

· To capture a memory

· To create a wished-for/imagined event/experience
· To create a different part of an already existing story (e.g. new ending, character made a different choice, etc.)
	· To share a point of view

· To persuade

· To make a point about a text or a topic
· To convey a message
	· To describe
· To explain
· To inform
· To instruct

	Characteristics 
	· A story can unfold in chronological order, revealing the events, conflicts and resolutions as they happen

· Alternative story structures can be used for specific purposes (flashbacks, future scenes)

· Can draw from personal experience

· Can include elements of fantasy

· Beginning, middle, end

· Story arc

· Scenes include thoughts/feelings, actions, dialogue
	· Point is clearly stated at the beginning and supported throughout the piece

· Can draw from personal experiences to make a point, prove a thesis, or identify a lesson

· Can describe how the author became aware of something, gained a new way of seeing the world, or had an experience that changed him/her in some way 

· Supports a thesis with personal experience, facts, quotes, examples, et cetera
	· True information that is organized in a way that teaches the reader about a topic
· Can incorporate research
· Can draw from personal knowledge and experience
Format:

· Question-Answer
· True-False
· Compare/Contrast
· Categories
· Narrative
May include features such as:

· Table of Contents
· Pictures/Diagrams/Captions
· Headings/Sub-Headings

	Organizational Structure 
	· Timeline 
· Story mountain (story arc)
	· Boxes and bullets
· Table/chart
	· Boxes and bullets
· Table/chart

	Preparing to Write
	· What do I know about this genre/text type?
· What do I already know (what do I remember?  What information do I already have?)

· What is my purpose in writing this piece?

· Who is my audience?

· What is the point I want my readers to understand?

· Based on my task, should the support and details for my thinking coming from my own life or a text I have read?

· What revision strategies can I use to make my writing engaging and clear?
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